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Wisconsin, at that period, contained about three hundred
thousand inhabitants. Now it has three-quarters of a million
of sonls. New London has not been without her increase.
The first house that was seen to peer up in humble solitude,
still stands as a monnment, and as a faithful observer of the
march of progress. At the end of 1855, this miniature city
numbered about 150 inhabitants. An impulse was given to
affairs, in 1854, by the erection of a steam saw-mill by Doty
and Smith, who, however, for a time, failed to make it answer
the purpose for which it was designed, until the experienced
skill of Capt. Coffin, set it running; and it has done much
towards building the town thus far. The neighboring mills
have done their share, and they should. all look with a friendly
eye upon our prosperity, as securing their own. From this
date, the attention of eastern men was drawn to the town, by
its natural and prospective advantages.

Half a dozen houses had hardly been erected in the town,
when a school was formed under the direction of Miss Maria
Millerd. She commenced it in a log house. Five scholars
made their appearance on the first day. How pleasant and
suggestive was the sight, to see this young and spirited lady,
here in the woods, her only visitor the Indian, endeavoring to
imbue the tender mind with practical truths! This fact alone
speaks well for the place. It is significant. It shows that the
early settlers had not forgotten the parental impressions of
their childhood—the old village church spire, and the familiar
weather-beaten school-house which they left behind them.
These emblems of peace were fondly cherished.

It was the steamers Badger State and Barlow, that mado
the first trips on the Wolf to this point, in 1853. Their trips
were not very regular. In the following year, the Eurcka,
Capt. Drummond, commenced her regular trips to Oshkosh.
Little did the Red Men, whose canoces had for so many years
graced the placid waters of the river, imagine that thus soon
would the shrill whistle of the steamboat drive the antlered



